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    With our expertise in strategic 

lifetime planning you will be able 

to realise the full potential within 

your existing client base. 

“ 

” 

A unique partnership 
 

You will be working extremely hard     

providing your clients with the means to 

build up their wealth during their life-

time, but are you falling short at being 

able to provide the correct strategies to 

protect these same hard earned assets 

against attack from care costs, further 

taxation, future divorce or separation 

and creditors / bankruptcy. 

Working alongside ourselves here at 

Finance North EPS, you will be able to 

provide all your clients with a unique 

estate planning service which ensures 

their hard earned assets are protected 

for future generations, setting you head 

and shoulders above your competitors. 

 

We do not just offer death planning 

strategies, but also planning throughout 

the client’s lifetime. Areas of expertise 

include personal planning, Business 

Succession strategies, and Agricultural 

Planning. 

Our estate planning solutions are tailor 

made to suit every set of personal      

circumstances and  every pocket. 
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Some basic facts 

Everyone should have a Will. 

2 out of 3 people have not yet made a 

Will and those that have may not have 

the correct Will in place. 

 

Between 30,000 & 40,000 homes each 

year are being seized to pay for Long 

Term Care. (Daily Mail) 

 

A large proportion of any inheritance is 

lost in future divorce settlements, to  

creditors or bankruptcy and unnecessary 

taxation. 



Established Reputation 

 

Finance North EPS in association 

with Countrywide Tax & Trust offer a 

range of unique products and services 

which are second to none, many are 

unique and are tailor made to suit the 

needs of the individual client. 

Our principals are Mark Roberts and 

Jon O’Brien. Mark has been in the     

financial services sector for over 26 

years and also Founder and CEO of 

Challenge Cancer UK a national     

charity. 

Jon has been in the legal profession for 

over 23 years and specialises in Wills, 

Trusts, Probate & Asset Protection. 

Countrywide Tax & Trust unlike most 

Will Writing companies, it’s Directors 

and Principals are members of S.T.E.P. 

(Society of Trust & Estate Practitioners) 

With so few people having even a basic 

Will in place let alone the correct Will 

and estate planning, the demand for 

our services is vast. 

Your clients care very much about the 

wealth they have amassed over the 

years and will surely want to ensure 

that it is passed onto their loved ones 

and protected for generations to come. 

We have a range of products 

and  & services  Which are  

designed to do just that 



Protection Hotspots 

Marriage or co-habiting—How will assets be distributed on 

death? who owns what? what happens if survivor remarries?  

what about life insurance pay outs? 

Children are born - Guardians will need appointing 

and assets need protection with Trusts ensuring 

children benefit from 100% of their inheritance. 

Divorce - In the event of the parents’ divorcing their Wills    

remain valid. New estate planning needs to be devised to 

ensure each individual’s assets benefit the children solely. 

Remarriage - Both previous Wills are automatically       

revoked. With step children, each party will want to ensure 

that their own bloodline’s Inheritance is protected.  

Death of partner – Probate needs to be dealt with &  the   

beneficiaries require advice on how to keep their inheritance 

protected from care costs, claims, Future IHT. 
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Typical Solution for couples - Estate valued less than 2 x Nil Rate Band 

On first death, the Deceased’s share of the property is passed into their Family Trust via the Will. 
The surviving spouse/partner continues to live in the property and is still able to move home if they 
choose to do so. In the event that the survivor enters Care, the survivor only owns a half share of 
a house. The Beneficiaries have access to the Trust Funds but we ensure that these assets do 
not enter their estates and so are protected from attack by the following: Care, Marriage After 
Death (MAD), Creditors or Bankruptcy, Divorce & Further or Generational IHT. 
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Typical Solution for couples - Estate valued more than 2 x Nil Rate Band 

On first death, the Deceased’s share of the property is passed into their Family Trust & Interest in 
Possession Trust via the Will. The surviving spouse continues to live in the property & is still able 
to move home if they choose. In the event that the survivor enters Care, the survivor only owns a 
half share of a house. The Beneficiaries have access to the Trust Funds but we ensure that these 
assets do not enter their estates and so are protected from attack by the following: Care, Marriage 
After Death (MAD), Creditors or Bankruptcy, Divorce & Further or Generational IHT. 
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Typical Solution for Single / Widowed 

If the value of the estate is over the Nil Rate Band, Multiple Trusts will be established so that each 
Family Trust holds less than the Nil Rate Band. This ensures that they do not incur periodic and 
exit charges. Each Trust receives an equal value allowing for growth within the Trust Funds. The 
Beneficiaries have access to the Trust Funds but do not enter their estates, so are protected from 
attack by the following: Care, Marriage After Death (MAD), Creditors or Bankruptcy, Divorce & 
Further or Generational IHT. 
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Glossary 

Severance of Tenancy Service  

Most couples own their property as “Joint Tenants” which 
means that on the death of one of them, the property passes 
to the survivor automatically. It will not pass according to 
your Will. This is similar to how most ‘joint’ bank accounts 
and other jointly owned assets are held. This would then put 
the assets at risk from potential creditors in the hands of the 
survivor, especially if the survivor requires long term care at 
any time in the future. For the purposes of efficient planning, 
it is crucial that following the first of you to die, the            
deceased’s “share” of the property should be directed to 
their Trusts as their Will should instruct.  

Family Trust  

To provide the protection from these threats, rather than the 
Will directing the assets ‘absolutely’ to the Beneficiaries, our 
advice would be to direct those assets, instead, to a ‘Family 
Trust’. This is a Discretionary Trust which has the following 
features:  

Family Interest in Possession Trust.  

For a married couple with an estate value in excess of two ‘Nil 
Rate Bands’, the recommendation would be to use: - A Family 
Trust or two Trusts for assets up to the Nil Rate Band (as per 
the last section); and - A Family Interest in Possession (IIP) 
Trust for the excess. As the ‘income Beneficiary’ of the IIP 
Trust would be each other, so the spouse for the other’s 
Trust, this allows the IIP Trust to benefit from ‘Spousal       
Exemption’ – thereby ensuring that following the first of you 
to die, there would be no IHT to pay  

Family Business Trust  

Establishing Family Business Trusts to receive business assets 
on death is the most protective and tax efficient means of 
dealing with such assets. ‘Business Assets’ are those that 
meet the HMRC criteria for 100% Business Property Relief 
(BPR) for Inheritance Tax. That is, at the date of death, the 
value of the business assets would be relieved of being      
subject to any Inheritance Tax.  

Family Life Assurance Trust.  

The sums assured of Life Assurance Policies, unless they are 
appropriately established and assigned to Trust(s), will either 
form part of the deceased’s estate for IHT purposes or pay 
out directly to an individual and thus be at risk from their 
possible remarriage, divorce, creditor claims, long term care 
fees and Inheritance Tax again.  



Glossary 

Family Probate Trust.  

A Probate Trust, like a Family Trust, is a discretionary trust. The fundamental feature of a Probate Trust is that you, the Settlor, can 
also be a Potential Beneficiary. As a result, this would not assist in reducing your Inheritance Tax liability. However, the use of 
Family Probate Trusts is invaluable where you want assets to be controlled and managed by Trustees whilst you are still alive. You 
can also be a Trustee if you chose. Inevitably, you would also choose other people who would also be potential Beneficiaries, such 
as your spouse, children and grandchildren. Following your death, access to the assets within a Family Probate Trust will not be 
delayed by the administration of your estate and therefore remain immediately accessible (at the discretion of the Trustees) to 
the potential Beneficiaries.   

Family Probate Preservation Plus Trust (PPPT).  

The PPPT is used where you wish to pass all or part of your Main Residence to be controlled and managed by Trustees whilst you 
are still alive. This would require a Conveyance in transferring the asset to the Trustees. The fundamental feature of the PPPT is 
that you are one of the ‘Potential Beneficiaries’ and so can continue to live in the property as you wish. You can also be a Trustee 
so you maintain full control of the asset. As such if you wish to move home, you can still chose to do so in your capacity as a     
Trustee. It would be advisable to also have Professional Trustees appointed to assist with any move to ensure that the new     
property is also protected in the same manner as the original property. The purpose of the PPPT is to ensure that any dealings 
with the house will not be delayed on your death by the probate process. Hence, the assets remain immediately accessible (at the 
discretion of the Trustees) to the Potential Beneficiaries. These would include your surviving spouse or partner, children and 
grandchildren. Furthermore, if you lose the mental capacity to manage your affairs, then the remaining Trustees can continue to 
manage the Trust assets on behalf of the Beneficiaries. This can avoid the necessity for Attorneys to deal with the Trust assets and 
the involvement of the Court of Protection. As with the Probate Trust, the PPPT would not assist in reducing any Inheritance Tax 
liability, if one exists, although the Trust assets wouldn’t increase any other Beneficiary’s estate for IHT. Even more importantly, 
the assets may also be protected against potential claims on the remaining potential Beneficiaries, such as divorce, separation, 
creditors and long term care fees.  



Products & Services 

Wills 

Trusts 

Powers of  Attorney 

Business Succession Planning 

Probate 

Stamp Duty Land Tax Mitigation Scheme 

Funeral Plans 

Prenuptial Agreements 

Care Planning Challenge Support  



0161 771 2056 
FinanceNorthEPS.co.uk 

http://www.financenortheps.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/FinanceNorthEPS
https://www.facebook.com/FinanceNorthEPS/
https://financenortheps.wordpress.com/

